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TO SUBSCRIBERS. 





Tats address is meant for the subscribers of money to my 
support and better progress. Last year, | announced, that 
leould proceed without further assistance in this shape; 
and { still find, that I then said no more than was my duty 
to say; but, instead of staying the subscriptions, | find that 
they really increase. Such being the case, | wish every sub- 
scriber to have a clear understanding as to what and for 
what he subscribes. — 

Upto November, 1822, I had some idea that terms of 
settlement, as to the property taken from me, would be offer- 
ed before or by the expiration of my three years sentence 
foimprisonment. Many friends wished to have me out at 
the expiration of the three years, and efforts were made to 
collecta sum of money for that purpose; but when it was 
seen, that my persecutors were disposed to be considered 
robbers as well as persecutors, I set my face, instantly, - 
against the payment of a shilling of the fines; and from that 
day to this, | have said, and now say, that / prefer impris- 
onment for life to any kind of compromise with my Chris- 
tian robbers and persecutors. 

From the commencement of my imprisonment to this time, 
subscription money, to the amount. of about thirteen bun- 
dred pounds, has been received, which averages three hun- 
dred pounds for each year. The balf.of that sum was not 
received within the first year, nor was one three hundred 
pounds received before the completion of a second year; so 
that, in the last two years, I have received at the rate of five 

red pounds each year; which may serve to shew my 
persecutors, that the public have supported me against them 
ithe ratio of their persecutious; and that I have redeemed 

f oe whieh I gave in August 1821, that 1 would de- 
‘at them with one tenth of the money which they would have 

spend to carry on the prosecutions. Feeling assured, 
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that I have redeemed this pledge, I will copy the appeal 
made on the occasion. 


AN APPEAL TO EVERY PART OF THE PUBLIC BUT 
PUBLIC ROBBERS. 


. Tue Societies, which denominate themselves, a Society for the 
Suppression of Vice, and a Constitutional Association, havins 
through their organ the New Times newspaper, avowed their union 
and determination to shut up the shop, 55, Fleet Street, if possi- 
ble, R. Carlile pledges himself that he will so far make a stand 
against them as to defeat and annihilate them, if the honest part 
of the Public, who are most interested in the issue, will give him 
a fair and liberal support. Money is the sinew of this as well as 
a less honourable warfare, and R. C. feels assured, that one tenth 
part of the money which those two Societies will have to spend, 
will enable him effectually"to defeat the whole gang. R.C. has 
struggled on during an imprisonment of twenty-one months, and 
as there are but fifteen montas remaining of the period allotted 
him for imprisonment, he feels assured that the support which he 
now asks from the Public, will enable him to triumph over all 
conspirators against the Press being made an useful instrument. 
This is his first appeal to the Public, and will be the last: As an 
individual, he will continue to do his utmost; as an instrument in 
the hands of an honest public, he will support their wishes and 
exertions as far as that public will support him. There are two 
ways to which he looks for support,—by a liberal purchase and 
circulation of his publications, and by a subscription. Either way 
that shall prove sufficient will be to him equally satisfactory. His 
expences at present are extremely heavy to meet the prosecutions 
which have already come against him, and he is not in a condi- 
tion to meet a further expence without the assistance he now 
solicits and feels himself entitled to.—Dorchester Gaol, August 
28, 1821. 


This appeal was, by many, pronounced impudent ; but 
good intent knows no shame; and I now feel the pride to say, 
that I have backed my impudence with success; that J am 
still prosperous; and that the prosecuting gangs are incap@- 
citated to do me further mischief. Against me, the whole aris 
tocracy and much of the commercial part of the country - 
united their subscriptious, to the amount of many thousand : 
pounds; and IJ presume, that I may safely say, that aay 
times the amount has been spent to put me down of we 
which I have received as subscriptions to keep me up: 
am now much more formidable to them than at any — 
period :—so they may begin further subscriptions to pay '° 
expence of further persecutions, as soon as they please. 
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Ofthe expenditure of the thirteen hundred pounds, I can 
sive the most satisfactory account; in fact, every subscriber 
mnust have seen the way it has gone; but when | tell him, 
that 1can shew bim its value as a stock in trade, in addition 
to the covering of all expences that have occurred, I feel, 
that | have expended it in the best possible manner, and that 
[can look in the face of every subscriber and say—“ L HAVE 
DONE AS MUCH FOR YOU AS YOU HAVE DONE FOR ME—YOU 
HAVE MY GRATITUDE FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE, AND MY FUR- 
THER PLEDGE TO DO ALL I CAN FOR YOUR BENEFIT :—YOU 
HAVE, IN FACT, BEEN SUBSCRIBING ONLY FOR YOUR OWN BE- 
NEFIT, THE ADVANTAGES, THE GAIN OF WHICH, I HOPE YOU 
SEB.” 

This, according to the cant of the day, is another piece of 
impudence; but, | find such sort of impudence a very neces- 
sary qualification for the task which | bave undertaken. It 
isthat sort of impudence, which ail good men applaud ; and 
bad men are not my patrons; nor shall 1 seek so to make 
them. 

With respect to future subscriptions: if any persons will 
persist in subscribing, | shall not querrel with them; but it 
mast he distinctly understood, that they are subscribing for 
no other purpose, than to give me strength, to give me that 
species of power which money alone can procure, and to 
enable me to send through the press the greatest number of 
the most useful works. And here they may see, in a twink- 
ling; that aiding me in the circulation of those 1 have ready 
printed, is the same as subscribing to enable me to print 
others; and, in my view, the best kind ofaid. Every indi- 
vidual has it in bis power to command new readers, far be- 
yond any general power that I can have. It is for indivi- 
duals to excite other individuals; | ean only excite them as 
abody. And with regard to subscription-money, or any 
other money that may come into my hands, I can only pro- 
mise, that after educating my children in the best possible 
manner, and myself with them; after taking what is neces- 
saty to live comfortable and appear respectable, | shall de- 
voleall to the improvemet of that same kind of business 
which Tam now carrying on. So bere I leave friend or foe 
lo do as he or she thinks proper in this matter. 

But I must not thus lightly pass over what has been done. 

ependent of a general gratitude towards all who have sub- 
scribed, I feel that I owea particular gratitude to individuals, 
" the manner, the steady manner, iu whicb they have sent 
periodical subscriptions. It will be almost invidi- 
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ous to mention any by name, as I shall uot be able to eny- 
merate all: but to a Mrs. Jones, to the Ropemakers of Shad. 
weil, toa W.J., and to several other signatures, which ] po- 
tice to be incessant, I return my particular thanks, and cay 
only take this present means of communicating to them what 
| hope some day a cordial shake by the hand will more for. 
cibly display—my sincere gratitude. To those with whom 
I have had either private or public communication, | do not 
now address myself: but.as it has often happened, that a 
pressure of matter, of busiuess, or a want of something to 
say, has occasioned different letters and lists to pass through 
the Republican without answer or public thanksgiving; and 
as I have been often chided for not saying a few words to 
gratify the subscribers ; 1 must now, once for all, return 
them thanks, and assure them, that the frequent repetition and 
great increase of such letters and lists, have often embar- 
rassed me for something to say in the way of compliment 
and gratitude: that is, something new : for, I neither like re- 
petition nor to copy the words of another: I covet origina- 
lity, on such an occasion, as it is the best proof of sinceri- 
ty. 

‘ slidiedtelnece have peculiarly prevented my addressing 
my many most respectable friends in Liverpool, through 
some of the little inadvertencies above mentioned ; aud not 
altogether so much for the want of something to say to them, 
as in all instances, save one, the want of some particular 
person.to address. I am fully sensible, that | have not a 
body of friends in any town in the island of more respecta- 
bility and worth, than those of Liverpool, as far as their 
numbers go: therefore, I wish to exculpate myself from all 
imputation of neglecting or being careless about them. 
Their particular kindness and attention to Mrs. Carlile when 
in Liverpool, the very honourable manner in which they 
made up for the misconduct of a bad agent there, and seve- 
ral other striking marks of their worth to me, have left me 
with a sense of the most dutiful regard and with the higb- 
est esteem for them. 

Should the friends of any other town feel any claim to . 
similar acknowledgement, I beg to assure them one and all, 
that this isa matter in which I neither feel partiality 00° 
prejudice; buta gratitude equal to every kind of eucourag® 
ment I have received from them. d 
There are many striking passing symptoms of the 80° 

success of what we have been aiming to accomplish, o 
not the least of these is an announcement in the Dubie 
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Journal of March 29th which I here copy from the Morn- 
ag Chronicle of April 2. 


THE NEW DEISTICAL SECT. 


Tat Dublin Journal of Monday, says:—‘‘ We have hitherto re- 
fained from noticing the exhzbetion at the late theatre, in Grafton 
street, on the last two Sundays during the hours of divine service, 
fom a reluctance to state that a temple of infidelity was publicly 
opened in the city, where a gentleman of talents and education, 
late a Minister of the Established Church, and clothed in its sa- 
cred costume, upon a stage, decorated for public amusement, os- 
tentatiously proclaimed his disbelief in the Christian religion. 
But while we lament the exhibition, we cannot sufficiently repre- 
hend the disgraceful excesses committed yesterday by the oppon- 
ents of Mr. Taylor and his sect. The Christian religion requires 
not the alliance of ruffianism, or brutal violence for its support. 


‘He who erects his altar in the heart, 
Abhors the false devotion of that zeal 
Which massacres the world he died to save.” 


“Shortly after Mr. Taylor commenced his sermon or lecture, 
he was assailed by the foulest epithets and most indecent inter- 
tuption, by a crowded and generally respectable looking audience. 
Having made several ineffectual attempts to resume his address, 
and finding it impossible to proceed, he announced, that in future 
no persons should be admitted to his ‘ preachings,’ but by tickets ; 
and that a splendid edifice was about being erected for the wor- 
ship of the Deity according to his (Mr. Taylor’s) newly professed 
tenets. He then retired behind the scenes, when the stage was 
immediately crowded by young men genteelly dressed, who tore 
down the beautiful ornaments put up at great expense by Mr. 
Charles the Ventriloquist, to whom the theatre belongs, pulled up 
the seats and proceeded to destroy the fixtures, &c. Before they 
left the house, which was not until late, it was nearly a perfect 
wreck.—W hether or not Mr. Taylor will have the courage to re- 
new his public preaching on next Sunday, or whether or not he 
shall be permitted to do so, we hope at all events, that persons 
re property will be protected by the Police, and that the respect 

ue to the Sabbath will not be so scandalously violated as it was 
yesterday. 

“Since the above was written, we have heard that amongst 

most prominent persons in the affray were some young gen- 

‘men of Trinity College, and that after having assisted in 
rung the exploits described, they marched in a sort of pro- 
Clase up Grafton street, through Chatham street, and down 

ndon street, stopping for some time opposite the Chapel, 

m which the congregation had issued a short time previous.” 


I was struck with the most agreeable surprise on reading 
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this account; particularly at the specimen of -Christianity 
displayed on this occasion, by those Christian Ruffians, who 
assembled to disturb the proceedings, and who finally 
though on their holy Sabbath! proceeded to acts of violence 
and destroyed all their hands could destroy. This is a spe- 
cimen of the benign and peace-making influence of the 
Christian Religion: this is what it has practically been, 
wherever it has predominated. It is the same iu Irish- 
men as in English or Scotchmen; in French, Spaniard, 
and Portuguese; in Italy, Rome, or Greece; in time 
present and past. Christianity is every where the same, 
and makes the same sort of bad men, wherever it predomi- 
nates and finds opposition. : 
RICHARD CARLILE. 





TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





RESPECTED SIR, . Huddersfield, March 21, 1824. 
I HAVE again the pleasure of transmitting to you the sum of 
£5. 3s. 3d., being the amount of a fourth subscription in this 
town and neighbourhood, and trust it will be a means of enabling 
you to persevere in that laudable cause, the emancipation of the 
great mass of mankind from the fetters of priestcraft and super- 
stition. , 


1 am, Sir, yours respectfully, 
ABEL HELLAWELL. 


Huddersfield Subscription for Mr. Carlile. 


Abel Hellawell 5 O Abraham Walker, Raistrick 2 6 
William Hampson 0 6 J.Taul, Enemy to all oppres- 
A Friend to Freedom 0 6 sion 1 0 
Joseph Gladhill 1 0 Thomas Gibson, a young 
A Friend | 0 6  Deist i, 
An Enemy to Religious Per- A Friend , ps 
secution 2 6 William Brook,an Enemy to 
Jonathan Kershaw 1 0 the Robber—Priest 2 0 
John Macauley 1 0 Joseph Wilkinson 1 0 
John Taylor 1 O- Eh Hirst + 
John Brooke 0 6 Joseph Jessop ie 
James Butterworth 1 0 John Carr, a Materialist 2 0 
John Shaw 1 O A Friend to Freedom 1 0 
John Booth 0 6 J.D. Rhodes F, 
Zeta 5 0 John Postle G . 
Benjamin ITeptonstale, Mate- William Cottarell ! . 
rialist 5 © William Haigh mm 
A Friend to Truth 1 © John Bradley . 












THE REPUBLICAN. 


sther Brook 1 O Jonathan Rushworth 0 6 
ei Ormerod 5 0 Richard Brown, Lockwood 4 O 
John Dickinson 1 0 Mr. Vevers 1 0 
Joba Fairplay 1 O J. Binns 1 O 

Subscription from Marsden. 
An Enemy to the Plunder- No Admirer of Law, Gospel 

ers who touk R. Carlile’s or Physic, as now por- 

property a, O wonee, , F ; Pr 

es Taylor, Jun. a Repub- A Friend to all good men 
—_ ii 1 0 J. Shaw, a Reformer 1 0 
James Holdin ; 1 0 Abraham eee ge heer 
Robert Taylor, son of an ex- my to the Black Tigers 

led Radical 1 0 om devour a —_ part ia 
Every Hunt 1 0 of the poor man’s labour 
Thomas Harris 1 O John Myers 1 0 
Christopher Russell 1 0 AFriend to Truth, Justice, 
Jonathan Scourthern 1 O and Humanity 5 0 
James Halker , 1 O A Friend 1 O 
John Truman 1 O John France 2 

Subscription from Almondbury. 
John Blackburn 1 O Richard Woffenden, a Mate- 
James Boothroyd 0 6 rialist 0 6 
J. Beamont | 0 3  Jobn Parkin, a Materialist 1 0 
Edward Dixon, a Materialist 1 O A.H.,a Friend 0 6 
J.M. Buckley, a Materialist 0 6 J. H., a Friend 0 6 
John Dearden - 1 0 J. 11., a Friendto Free Dis- 
— no Imma- cussion 0 6 

terialist 1 6 William Lee | 1 0O 
A Friend 0 6 J. M.,a Friend to Free Dis- 

William Armistead 0 6 cussion 0 6 
A Friend 0 6 John Hoyle, an Enemy to 
Two Friends 1 6 the Black Slugs 1 0 





TOMR. ABEL HELLAWELL, HUDDERSFIELD. 





Sir, : Dorchester Gaol, March 31, 1824. 
ATER thanking you and my other Huddersfield friends 
for this fourth subscription, I shall change my purpose of 
addressing a private letter to your neighbour Mr. ‘Thomas 
Shepherd, and Say a few words,-in answer to his pamphlet, 
through the medium of this address. [ am induced to do 
tis, in consequence of having learnt, that this is not the 
only discussion that has arisen out of my jetter to Mr. But- 
lerworth; and as others are about to appear in print, it pow 
seems best, that I print a notice of this; though it is not ne- 
cessary to the subject that I occupy many pages. 
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Mr. Shepherd charges me with an intemperate and male. 
volent attack upon the body of Methodists, and wonders 
how | could send forth such Sayings of them; and in the 
same page, to outvie me in intemperance and malevolence 
this Methodist says of Materialists: “ When I associate with 
them, I find them addicted to falsehood, scorn, and derision:” 
({ would not associate with such men, why does Mr. 
Shepherd, unless asa bird of the same feather?) ‘* Theiraltars” 
(I knew not before, that they had altars, but I must sup- 

ose this to be a literary Methodistical divine, or inspired 
figure!) “their altars are ever furnished with the mutilated 
characters of the most worthy and useful men in existence;” 
(the Priests?) ‘* Their bannts are snares to the young, the 
ignorant, and the unwary; in short, they area people whose 
jutentions are to destroy every thing which has, in all civi- 
lized parts of the world, been held sacred, by the wisest of 
men and the happiest of nations:—their life is that of wicked- 
ness, obscenity, and wretchedness; their sick beds are terri- 
fic, and their death is most horrible! It is of anumber of these 
miserable beings that you can boast of being the leader and 
head ; and it is you that many of them will have to curse, 
as the instrumental cause of their ruin; unless they discover 
the cheat in time, and renounce your destructive principles. 
Materialism not only tends to vitiate the moral habits of its 
victims, but, also, to the destruction of those humane princi- 
ples, which ought ever to regulate our dispositions toward 
our fellow creatures.” 

Here is a temperate, benevolent, mild, modest Methodist 
for youto imitate, ye wretched and ill-mannered Materialists: 
Here is an example of love for you, ye rash and malevolent 
ones! See'to what Methodism brings a man, and rush to be 
converted, to be circumcised all over, inside and outside, to 
be baptised, to be well dipped, soused and washed, and to 
know your own human depravity and the exceeding sinful: 
ness of sin with Thomas Shepherd' After such a charge 4s 
the foregoing, after a complaint of the want of truth in my !t- 
temperate attack, we may expect, that Mr. Shepherd states 
cases, among his neighbours the Materialists, to corroborate 
this general charge of falsehood, wickedness, obscenity, and 
wretchedness, terrific sick beds, and horrible deaths: But 
we look in vain for any thing of the kind; not a case bas 
he stated; not a case can he state! I challenge him to dot; 
you, the Materialistsof Huddersfield, will boldly invile bin 
to support bis assertions by proofs, by cases, by references 
to persons! I have never seen one of you; but | have hear 








THE REPUBLICAN. Ad57 


enough to call upon Mr. Shepherd to support what he has 
said, and to shew an equal number of persons in Hudders- 
feld, of any religious sect, that are more moral, more use- 
ful members of society. 

Mr. S. proceeds from this grave, this false charge, to a 
criticism of my pamphlet, and distorts the very first para- 
graph! Where I, in speaking of Mr. Butterworth, say his 
name is something known, however worthless, this lover of 
trath, this censor of falsehood, makes the words to be 
something worthless; and out of this false quotation, he 
spins no less than a dozen paragraphs: charging upon me 
what he himself bas said for me, and what I have not 
said! I did not say that Mr. Butterworth’s name or person 
was worthless—no such inference can be fairly drawn from 
my paragraph: all 1 do say is, that I do not know any worth 
altaching to him; and that I declare to be a positive truth. 
Others may discover worth in him; | cannot; nor did I 
ever hear any person impute any kind of virtue as his pos- 
session; whilst I have heard anim putatiou of serious foibles ; 
and [ do know, that his conduct towards me has not been that 
ofa good neighbour; but that he has.assisted to persecute me. 
He was almost the first to raise a clamour about my print- 
ing the Theological Works of Paine, and acted the part of a 
spy, by lookiug out for them, before I had printed, in send- 
ing his servant to borrow a set of all the works I had 
printed of Paine’s, to see if there were any of the theological 
tracts among them; and returned them with a sort of hint, 
that it was well for me there were none. From this 1 infer, 
that he was a member of the Vice Society, and one of my 
persecutors. I could narrate other things to justify the 
manner of my addressing him; but enough 7s enough, 
Thomas Shepherd. 

This false charge, this soreness at what he himself is the 
author of, forms the bulk of Mr.S.’s pamphlet. He firstattacks, 
or makes me attack Mr. Butterworth, just that he may in- 
sfatiate himslf with this King, Minister, and Legislator. for 
the Methodists, by a long but a weak defence; with, [ must 
Suppose, a hope of preferment in the connexion, a holy, aye, 
& godly aspiration to be appointed first a local then a regu- 
tie parecer, and, perhaps, with a distant view of a bishop- 
Me ~ €a mother Church is conquered and laid prostrate 

e feet of the Methodists. 
ane 80 good to tell Mr. S. that the whole of my youth 
oo ag in Devonshire, and that [ entered London a very 
est young man, as meek as Moses! at the age of twenty ; 
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stopped but four months; left it for two years; and then re-ep- 
tered as a very modest married man; keeping no company 
but my wife, until I commenced bookselling and a warfare 
with the political and religious rogues and fanatics. He af. 
fects to wonder where or how I could so perfect myself in the 
art of raillery. The perfection consists in my not railing at 
any thing that is good, in my railing at nothing but false. 
hood and vice. ‘This is bow it is, that he and others feel jt 
so pungently. 

Thomas Shepherd speaks of persons wbo make it a boast 

to be without a conscience. The greater surprise would 
‘be to find persons who. can boast of having consciences, 
after defining what the word means. There are such prin- 
ciples as morality and immorality, in human conduct, and 
even in the human mind; but what conscience is, distinct 
from morality, 1 know not; nor can [ believe, that any per- 
sons can be found to boast themselves void of morality. 
There are those who pretend to possess it, when they have it 
not, when they scarcely know what it means; and such are 
they, who have most to say about religion, and who have 
no idea of good, but in religion, which is not good. 

Let us now test the worth of a piece of Thomas’s litera- 
ture and philosophy! Pursuing the subject of conscience, he 
says: “ The idea of a human being without conscience, and 
at the same time endowed with the majestic powers of rea- 
son, and possessing a:natural propensity to selfishness, when 
properly considered, cannot fail to inspire the mind of a vir- 
tuous man, with a desire ever to be seperate from the socie- 
ty of such a terrific mouster! More insidious and sure to des- 
troy, than the crouching tiger in his native forest. The pre- 
tended morality and assumed virtues of so detestable a being, 
(if such a one exist,) his pretensions to honesty and bene- 
volence, ought to be regarded with the strongest suspicion ; 
for we may rest assured, that they are assumed for no other 
purpose, than to enable him more successfully to rob, de- 
ceive, and destroy his fellow men.” ‘This is indeed a pic 
ture of methodism ! 

Johnson gives one of the definitions of the word con- 
science, to be reason or reasonableness; but the learned 
Thomas Shepherd speaks of a human being endowed 
with the majestic powers of reason and without con 
ctence ! : 

Every animal has, and properly so, a natural propensily 
to selfishness. The absence of the principle would be 
the destruction of all; for Thomas Shepherd, the philoso 
pher, cannot see that general prosperity is a thing made UP 
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of the amount of individual prosperity ; that is, in other 
words, individual selfishness. So blindly he says, a human 
being endowed with the majestic powers of reason beara 
being conscience) and possessing a natural propensity to 
elfisbness, (which is a good) when properly considered, 
cannot fail to inspire the mind of every virtuous man, with 
a desire ever to be separate from the society of such a terri- 
se monster! (!!!) So the terrific monster consists of a man 
endowed with every good principle, according to the philo- 
sophy of Mr. Thomas Shepherd of Huddersfield! This is 
aspecimen of Methodistical Logic! The Rhetoric we shall 
find nothing better. 

This good man, with the majestic powers of reason, to be 
shunned by the virtuous man, as a terrific monster, is more 
insidious and sure to destroy, than thecrouching tiger in bis na- 
tive forest. A tiger, crouching and insidious, does not concur 
with my ideas of natural history ; for, | have not yet read, 
that tigers are sly, deceitful, and fawning! I have always 
thought them bold, open, daring, and impetuous enemies, 
where they attack. 

The remainder of the paragraph is of a piece with the 
foregoing ; the good man who reasons is called a detestable 
being, that ought to be regarded with the strongest suspicion, 
and who assumes the garb of morality and benevole=+*.% en- 
able him more successfuly to rob, deceive, and déstioy his 
fellow men!—There, Thomas Shepherd, if you can detect 
and expose such a paragraph as that, in my ignorant writing, 
as you call it, will write no more. 

The reason, why, Mr. Butterworth denounced the Roman 
Catholic religion was, that it is a bygone system in this 
country. After a long struggle with different. sects, it was 
‘Superseded; and simply on the account of the absolute 
rth of the Pope. Let it have a fair-course, with no 
oreign power to controul it, and its forms aud ceremonies 
would soon uproot all the other sects if not opposed by 
ai The principle of the Christian religion has been, 
aaen sect has continually risen up to supersede a former 
a, and the warfare has often been carried on by distine- 
thea shegee any real differences. It is nearly at an end: 
sais, | be no more suppression of sects: what with Uni- 
we saber Materialism, all religion is tottering to its foun- 
pilver'es tetany peter are about to obtain a legal 
all other "anal Atay this once gained, they will tower over 


0 auswer to what he,has said about my fines, I frankly 
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state, that | have not the means, wherewith to pay them: 
and still more frankly, that, if | had the means, I would not 
pay them. I have already more than doubly paid them. | 
have more than paid them in property; and I have paid 
them in time of imprisonment. So now, I shall wait until 
the Christian robbers and tyrants grow tired of keeping me 
a prisoner. Does Thomas Shepherd mean to say, that | 
have been deservedly fined, robbed and imprisoned ? if so, 
let him speak out. 

He speaks of contradictious in my principles: let him 
take a pattern by my criticism of his paragraph, and try if 
they are glaring enough to be seen. ‘Try it, Thomas. 

He asks for proofs of suicides and child murders among 
the Methodists. I cannot say that the neighbourhood of 
Huddersfield affords any such proofs: but from the gene- 
ral tendency of Methodism, and its prevalence there, | 
think I shall not ask in vain to receive some iustauces 
from some person who has lived a few years on the 
spot. There have been two such cases of child murder, 
within a year or so, in London. Oue was the case of Mrs. 
Mumford, who severed the head of her child from the trunk; 
the other, of a woman since that time, whose name [| do not 
recollect. We have also read, of late, of a mother in Ame- 
rica, a, Methodist, from religious frenzy, throwing three 
childre, and herself into a well. My Stockport Friends 
sent me word, about three years ago, of a mother of a large 
family, drowning herself, from depair brought on by \ etho- 
dism. There is scarce a parish in England, where the Me- 
thodists have a footing, but has one or more of such cases 
recorded. : . 

I find, that Iam wasting more time and space than this 
pamphlet deserves; but I must notice my “ blunt opponent> 
scientific criticism. I stated that Chemistry embraced every 
other science; Mr. Shepherd says ao: it is but one of many 
branches. If he had said, that the shop ofa Chemist was but one 
of many shops, he would have been right, according to com 
mon notions; he might have triumphantly exclaimed, that a 
Blacksmith’s shop was not the shop of a Chemist: to which 
I] should answer, that the heating, forging, welding, and 
tempering of iron, were all chemical processes. Whereve! 
there is matter, the science of chemistry exteuds ; and let 
Thomas Shepherd point where matter is not. So true is 
that the great science of Chemistry embraces every one? 
science. A man cannot be a Materialist, without bavils 
some insight into the science of chemistry: and every Pi" 
tical chemist is a Materialist from neccessity. Whe Mr. 
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, says, that Materialists are bad men, he talks like a ninn 
Materialism does not positively make men good or bad mt 
nore than chemistry, which is but another term for Material 
sm, bas that tendency. The science of morals is distinct 
om all other sciences, and not particulfrly influenced. b 
any; except, that, a knowledge of things tends to correct ae 
thougb ‘not in all cases to enforce its practice. Chemistry 
may be properly termed the root of science, of which reli- 
ion isnot a branch. ‘There is not a Scientific discover 
made, but it becomes a blow at the Christian Religion , 
In one place, Mr. S. has said, that he does not know that 
the majority of Mr. Butterworth’s constituents are Metho 
dists. The wninisters form the real constituents of Mr. B , 
he is admitted to the House of Commons as the re rese ta- 
tive of that numerous body the Methodists wees i “ite 
the Government has found it prudent to court Does 'the- 
| , es Tho- 
mas Shepherd know so little of the compositi f the EF 
of Commons, as not to know, that the cninister Gi eee 
mand the representation of Dever? Hisseat in ay: le of 
Commons may be viewed as a compromise between M ake 
Pra and the Methodists. Up to the year 1811, the Metho- 
a were every where persecuted: a legislative effort was 
: rig by the Bishops and Episcopal Clergy to cut them 
et which A capa preaching by any persons but 
sghalitcaitia + th rough some preparatory instructions as 
eaves : the effort wasa failure: the Methodists felt 
ih lumph: the Bishops and ministers compromised: and 
> oa aed was invited to take a seat in the House of 
ane he matter of conciliation. We shall next have 
ks aterialist in the House of Commons. There 
io “ot ray eels there; but they are all hypocrites. 
jority A tmine parliament has been composed of a ma- 
Seca’ The ia. ever since the restoration of Charles the 
damuaa a, ate King was ignorant enough to be a Chris- 
amet at kept Christianity fashionable i 1S 
ven during the storm that f ‘apna th Wout th vesmaaaa 
ied ot cucu at fell upon it from the agitation of 
The pelting ct ~+ edge during the French Revolution. 
it eoekd hatin e storm drove the old man mad; but 
the letting 20 Boor his knowledge. He was not one of 
wilt te us far’ Manes I believe him to have been ho- 
e had been taught, in what honesty con- 


sisted, 
I think 
ink, I have said enough to Mr. S., and will conclude 


in telling hi 
Clothe is ra I still court the company of Dr. Adam 
im see, that a knowledge of languages is not 
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a knowledge of history; and that religion bas no material 
foundation, no solid basis whatever; that it js nothing more 
than one of the bubbles of human ignorance. 

[ will thank you, Mr. Hellawell, to present my compii- 
ments and my criticisms to your neighbour, Mr. Shepherd 
and assure him, that I will call and eat of his bread and 
drink of bis water,- if he will make me welcome, when | 
come to Huddersfield. 


Respectfully yours, 
RICHARD CARLILE. 








‘A NEW SONG, 


In honour of the ever glorious and never-to-be-forgotten nativity 
of that Noble of Nature—Thomas Paine. 





Let tyrants frown and bellow treason, 

Until their empty heads are grey; - 
Let bigots spurn the Age of Reason, 

And throw their Common Sense away: 
But ours, my boys, it is to cherish 

The gem that rogues and fools disdain ; 
Yes! heaven, hell, and they shall perish, 

Ere the immortal works of Paine. 

® 
CHORUS. 


For ev'ry age and every nation, 

Shall read what rogues and fools disdain; 
So let’s rejoice with exultation, 

And eternize the works of Paine. 


Let despots fell behold and tremble, 
The sun of truth now scale the sky; 
Let lying priests still live by scandal, 
Carlile will shew their infamy. 
So we, my boys, should now make merry, 
And treat the reptiles with disdain; 
They shall perish like Londonderry 
Ere the immortal works of Paine. 


For ev'ry age, &c. 
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_ Let pension’d minions now in power, 

Sworn villains like, go hand in hand; 

Let black gormandizing welves devour 
Every sweet from Freedom’s land. 

But we, my boys, augment in number, 
In spite of despots’ Stygian reign ; 

We'll sweep the globe of all her lumber, 
And idolize the works of Paine. 


For ev'ry age, &c. 


O let them send their vice banditti, 
And shackle reason if they can; 

For Common Sense is all the ditty, 
Harmonized by the Rights of Man. 

Be firm, my boys, my lads be steady, 
Nor value dungeon, sword, nor chain; 

Let villians know, thousands are ready 
To guarantee the Works of Paine. 


For ev'ry age, &c. 


Let saints work out their own saWation, 
With terror, trembling, prayer, and fear, 
And rebaptize us with damnation, 
For meeting thus profanely here. 
But we have met—and we have parted— 
Brim full of hope to meet again; 
Each gave his mite before he started 
To eternize the works of Paine. 


For ev'ry age, &c. 











TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN. 





Sir, 
A constant reader and a new convert to your doctrine, will feel 
obliged if you can conveniently insert the following few remarks 
i your next valuable publication. 
Fg page 203, No. 7, Vol. 9, Mr’ Watson defines mind to be 
| 7 sentient faculty,” &c. this I hold to be partly correct, but 
what does Mr W. mean, when he includes thought at the conclu- 
- of that definition? I confess it seems strange to me, how 
rile he and the thinking faculty, can be one and the same thing. 
y thinking faculty certainly exists now, but the thoughts it se- 
creted (if I may advance the term) yesterday, certainly 3% not ex- 
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ist. I have a succession of fresh thoughts produced in a simila; 
way, I apprehend, to the notes or tones introduced in Mr. W 
similie, which I think a good one to describe every thing relative 
to the thinking faculty. But further, Mr. W. speaking of memo. 
ry, Says, it is “‘ an action of the mind upon itself;” this, I think 

is unquestionably counter toa preceding assertion, namely, that 
‘the mind is nota res sui, (a thing of itself) but a complex or com. 
pound quality, requiring agents, &c. to put it in action;” very 
well,—then I ask, if it requires these agefits, &c. to put it in mo- 
tion at one time, how is it that it acts by its own peculiar energy 
at another? I cannot understand what is meant by a quantity of 
thoughts, or musical sounds, (if we carry Mr. W.’s analogy in all 
its bearings on the subject) can exist, for a longer time than bub- 
bles on water, much less can I comprehend how thoughts are to be 
- stored and brought out of their abode by the will of our memory, 
Mr. W. seems to have thought the memory precedes or actuates 
the thinking faculty, but I think the reverse; that we think ofa 
subject before we remember to have thought of it prior to that time, 
that the mind is wholly passive, and like a -musical instrument, 
requires various motions, actions, &c. from objects independent 
of itself, to produce what we call mental manifestations. Nobody, 
I think, will contend that an instrument of itself can produce 
sound, or that sounds proceeding therefrom, exist one moment, or 
can be stored? but why not admit this hypothesis if this similie be 
correct? I agree with Mr. W. generally, but I must beg the fa- 
vour of Mr. W. to be as explicit as possible, in future subjects on 
this head, as we are so much in the dark at present, not because 
it has not been reflected upon, but our means of acquiring a cor- 
rect notion of mind, or the thinking faculty, are so limited to 
those by which we judge correctly of external objects. You will 
perceive I have used the words thinking faculty, in preference to 
mind, the former mode conveying a more general notion than the 
latter. The substance of the foregoing remarks come to the fol- 
lowing simple deductions. First, that,Mr. W. has confounded 
thought with its cause. Secondly, that the analogy or similie 
respecting the musical instrument or sentient principle is correct; 
and thirdly, that the latter and greatest part of the arguments, have 
been rendered useless by not having for their data the last mention- 
ed conclusion. With hearty wishes for the speedy liberation of 
yourself and friends, 


I remain, Sir, yours respectfully, 
Z, 
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10 MRS WRIGHT, COLD BATH FIELDS PRISON, LONDON. 





Dear MapDAaM, Nottingham, March 10, 1824. 
Tur Committee of the subscribers to the fund for the relief of per- 
secuted friends of reform, and free discussion, beg your accep- 
tance of three sovereigns, as they think it will be a small acknow- 
ledgement, for your undaunted spirit in withstanding the base and 
vile gang of persons who support the dogmas of the Christian 
Religion by persecution, by terror, by fine (which is robbery) and 
imprisonment (which is murder.) Instead of proving by fair ar- 
gument, the mysteries of their doctrine; they-fly to the strong 
arm of power ; knowing, that there they will be supported by cor- 
rupt Judges and a packed Jury, as in your case and many others. 
But we trust their race is run, and that mankind will in spite of 
kingeraft and priestcraft, seek that information which will prove 
to them, that truth will prevail and triumph, in spite of all the 
gangs of persecutors in the universe: and by free and fair discus- 
sion, no longer be deluded by the dogmas of’idol worshippers, 
whose God is money, and whose religion is to fleece the people. 
Hoping these lines may find you and yours well, and in good 
spirits to support you through the time of your imprisonment, and 
that you may live to see yours, and all mankind’s enemies meet 
the punishment due to their crimes, is the ardent hope of, 

Dear Madam, your friends and well wishers, _ . 
(Signed in behalf of MOSES COLCLOUGH and 
the Committee.) JOHN DOUBLEDAY. 





TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE SUBSCRIBERS 
TO THE FUND. FOR THE RELIEF OF THE 
PERSECUTED FRIENDS OF REFORM ESTAB- 
LISHED IN NOTTINGHAM. 





CITIZENS AND TOWNSMEN, 
ris eege you for the remittance of three sovereigns, and for 
© gratification which every notice of this kind imparts to a 
2 ina good cause. My sentence of imprisonment 
2 “ ee expire, were it not that [am one of the victims 
Pr modern practice of the Judges, which imposes such 
se as puts an objectionable reformer of their ways and 
aa under the footing of a felon or a person insane, and 
jects one to imprisonment during his Majesty’s pleasure, 
No, 15, Vol. 2 # 
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or until the Lord Chancellor’s doubts are settled upon the 
matter! his conscience stirring! and Mr. Peel in a satisfied 
and forgiving humour! which form the most tedious pros- 
pects that any one can have to look forward to. 

As to my health, it was too much impaired by the treat. 
ment I received in Newgate to be recovered whilst | am a 
prisoner. 1 suffer much from fits and a variety of other com. 
plaints. My spirits are as good as ever: in truth, J am ail 
spirits and no matter ; for | am a mere shadow, a real dis- 
embodied spirit. If [take a flight into another world, | 
shall leave nothing but my mantle bebind, as Elijah did, or 
as the Jew Book says: the whole of which | do not, and 
hope you do not believe. 

With a duplicate of thanks, 
I remain your spiritual friend, 
SUSANNAH WRIGHT. 





TO MR RICHARD CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





SIR, Glasgow, March 30, 1894. 

I nave the pleasure of forwarding to you the sum of Five Guineas, 
from a few of your friends in Glasgow, as a testimony of their ap- 
probation of your conduct in the cause of Freedom. They are 
sorry that it is not in their power to contribute more largely; but, 
at the same time hope, that it shall not be the last. They view 
with pleasure the progress you are making in dispelling the dark 
clouds of superstition and bigotry, and in enlightening the minds 
of the human race, with real knowledge, they congratulate you 
upon the defeat of your enemies, by your exertions, and hope 
that should they return to the charge with double courage, you 
will meet them with the same, and they are sure to meet their 
former fate. Wishing you and Mrs. Carlile, with the rest of your 
assistants, health and prosperity. 

I remain yours sincerely, 


On behalf of the Subscribers, : 
GAVIN PARK. 


John Johnston 

F., a Friend 
James Anderson 
Hugh Simpson 
Dugal —. 
Alexander Murray 
Allan Boyle 
George Kean 


James Henry Lunsan 
Gavin Park 
Alexander Campbell 
Thomas Breakenridge 
John Breakenridge 
John Smith 

M. a Friend 

A. F., do. 
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David Farsyth 2 6 James Blair 1 0 
Thomas Anderson 2 6 William Simpson 4 6 
George Napier, one who has Robert Eadie 2 6 
discovered the Trinity to John Wilson 2 0 
consist in the King, Lords A Friend to Mr. Carlile 2 6 
and Commons 38 0 John Wilson 4-6 
John Laird 2 6 George Mills 1 O 
John Shaw, auld Cluik a M. G. 0 6 
Loverof Truth and Virtue 2 6 Collection drawn at the door 
C.C.,a Friend of the auld of the Glasgow Zetetic 
Cluik’s = * 2 6 Society’s Hall 31 0O 
Robert Lightbody 2 0 James Walker 2 6 
W. Reid, an Enemy to Robert M‘Culloch i 6 
Priests, Devils, and Gods ; J. B., a Friend or ~@ 
not forgetting God the J. W. B. 7 6 
third 1 6 





TO MR. GAVIN PARK, GLASGOW. 





SiR, 
My subscribing friends in Glasgow are assured of my 


thanks for this further subscription, and of my esteem for 
their union and constancy. 

Ihear that the Priests, and the tools of the Priests in Scotland, 
are making new efforts to stay the progress of their disgrace 
and discomfiture ; but whatever measures may be taken, how- 
ever they may menace those who associate for free discus- 
sion; the latter may be consoled, in the reflection, that they can 
work moreefficaciously as enlightened individuals, instructing 
those more ignorant, than by any kind of public association. 
It may be well to associate publicly, if it can be done pru- 
dently ; but the barbarity, the villainy, of the Scottish Laws 
are so horrid, on matters that tend to examine and expose the 
fraud of religion, that the danger of prosecutions at law is 
loo great for the benefit that can there be derived from bid- 
ding defiance to it: though, I can scarcely believe, that the 
administrators of such laws would now go ihe length of 
transporting the open oppunger of the Christian Religion: 
and if it were done, as a matter of terror, in one or more 
wre itis not possible, that such an administration of law 
aioe ~ tolerated, as a continuance, if a number of in- 
ey resolute to sacrifice themselves in putting 
witkediiees gnorance and tyranny, such barbarity and 


As ] cannot venture to say what I should do, if 1 were in 
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Scotland; neither will I advise in the matter, as to what 
others should do. But there is good sense enough, in such 
cities as Edinburgh and Glasgow, to countenance the doine 
of all that may be prudently done, in asserting the right 
of free discussion, [ cannot for a moment doubt, and 
shall, therefore, hope, that, if actual persecution do take 
place, there will be enough of good spirit to oppose.them 
to render them unavailing, and enough of a love of fair play 
to applaud that opposition. | 

We have combated successfully in England, such asso- 
ciations of power as this country never before saw combined: 
and we have really driven the whole of the Aristocracy, the 
whole of the Priesthood, to acts of meanness that would dis- 
grace any other raceof men. ‘That you, if persecuted, may 
be enabled to do the same in Scotland, is the earnest prayer 
of one who will not stand idle whilst this contest is pro- 
longed at any point. What is passing in Dublin is matter 


of encouragement to us all. 
RICHARD CARLILE. 





—_——_ — 





TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Ripon, Yorkshire, March 14, year 
Worrtny Citizen, 1724 of the origin of Christianity. 

J BEG your acceptance of the enclosed sum of One Pound, being 
the amount of a subscription of a few friends of Free Discussion, 
in this town. I wish it had been in my power to have sent a greater 
sum. We admire the fortitude with which you bear the severe 
punishments unjustly inflicted on you, by a base horde of priests 
and priestly tools; for boldly publishing and propagating the 
principles of truth, in opposition to the false and erroneous Sys- 
tems by “law established,” and we sincerely hope, that the day 
is not far distant, when your sufferings will be at an end; when 
you will again enjoy that liberty of which you have so long been 
deprived. In the mean time, ‘be of good cheer,” and continue 
the part you have so bravely begun; and in spite of all their pro- 
secutions, and unjust punishments, “ truth will one day force its 
way even to thrones.” Even in this town, in the midst of super 
stition, you are not without friends; and, [ am glad to say, they 
are increasing. The Works of Paine and your publications are 
enquired and sought for, and they seek not in vain: and ig 4 
some of the great ones say “they will certainly put @ S!°P : 
such proceedings,” still the streets are duly placarded, and yol 


’ 
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publications privately circulated, at which the priests “ fear and 
tremble ;” well do they know, that by these works men will be en- 
iichtened and grow wise, then will their craft fall to the ground, 
nd themselves have to labour for their bread, instead of rolling 


dt } 
ey luxury, and idleness. Wishing youa speedy release from 


all your sufferings, I remain, on behalf of the subscribers, 
Your sincere friend, 


WILLIAM CLARK. 


A Friend to Free Discussion 1 0 A Deist and Republican 1 0 

Thomas Coates 0 6 John Fletcher 4/0 

William Ridsdale, Free- David Melvin 1 O 
thinker, Inventor of the A Friend to Liberty 1 0 
“Calorific Drying Kiln” A Female Republican c2e 
for Kiln-drying Malt, 0 6 
Wheat, Oats, &c. 2 6 E.C.,a Female Republican O 6 

William Clark, an Fnemy.to A Friend 0 6 
Priestcraft 2 6 J. D., whothinks that Secta- 

W.C. 0 6 rianism is the way-maker 

B, Sharper 2 6 of Superstition and Delu- 

Au Enemy to persecution for sion 1 0 
Religious opinions 2 6 C. W., a Citizen of the 

A. Republican 1 0 World 0 6 

T.H. 1 O 





TO MR. WILLIAM CLARK, RIPPON. 





Dorchester Gaol, April 1, 1824, so the 

Citizen, Christians say; but cannot prove it. 
WitH my thanks for your repeated subscription, I must 
congratulate you on your triamphant reply to Mr. Burton, 
which shall appear in “The Republican” before I write any 
thing of any length to exclude it! It shall not be delayed a 
bumber beyond what is compulsory from the pressure of 
other, and earlier received. matter. You have invited fur- 
ther observations from me upon Mr. Burton’s letter; but 
UR have left me nothing to say, and | rejoice to fiud, that 
Pig has such a& young man, such a fellow labourer, as I 
sire to see in every townand village. You afford another 
proof of the importance of such publications as ‘I am im- 
neers for publishing. You might have been kept at 
Soc ~ at college, to this age, and you would not have 
We tong of the useful knowledge you now know. 
Leis alt beat all these learned Collegians: aye, and I chal- 
5° any man, and every man, in or out of Oxford and 


Cambridge, to prove the existence of an intelligent Deity. I 
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challenge them to prove the past existence of Jesus Christ. 
I challenge them to prove the past existence of Moses: o, 
that the Jews were a nation on the coast of the Mediterra. 
nean Sea before the Babylonian Captivity. 

What Mr. Burton has said about the lives of Paine, Vol- 
taire and others, is pure invention. No one of the persons 
named, died by an act of personal violence. No one of 
them was ever known to be guilty ofa crime. [ never read, 
never heard of better moral characters than Paine, Hume, 
Voltaire, D. Alembert and Diderot. Rosseau was a fickle 
character ; and Bolingbroke profligate in his youth ; but he 
was then a Christian: he improved when he became an in- 
fidel to Christianity, and ended his life as a bright man, and 
good moral character. Mr. B. says, the word of God 
standeth sure. How comes it to pass, that so many are 
made infidels to it? He says the planets are obedient to his 
(God’s) word; yes, but they would not be, if he were to tell 
them to stop their courses. He speaks of foolish Gods, as 
well as wise ones! and says, that a Christian is surrounded 
by enemies ;—it is because that a Christian is the enemy of 
every good man. But you have done enough to silence 
Mr. B. and to gratify 

Yours truly, 


R. CARLILE. 








TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





CITIZEN, Aberdeen, February 26, 1824. 
We have the satisfaction of informing you, that the friends of li- 
berty held a meeting here, on Thursday the 29th ultimo, for the 
purpose of celebrating the anniversary of the birth day of Thomas 
Paine. Although this meeting was not rendered conspicuous by 
the presence of the more opulent part of our townsmen, yet, if the 
character of those who composed it be considered, it was far from 
being disrespectable. The individuals who composed it were chief- 
ly from amongst the working classes, and of that description of 
them, who have taken the liberty to think for themselves, and who 

have also taken considerable pains in forming a correct opinion & 
to what would ultimately have a tendency to promote their own 
happiness, and that of society at large. ube 

We had at one time intended to. have given you an outline 0 
what took place on the above mentioned occasion, but an after- 
thought has suggested to us, that such a proceeding might be un- 
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necessary at this time, as you will no doubt be receiving commu- 
nications upon similar subjects, from various parts of the country. 
We shall therefore just mention a few of the numerous toasts 
which were given in honour of the great principles of Liberty and 
Free Discussion : and, afterwards, advert to the causes which ope- 
rate to retard the success of your publications in this quarter. 

The immortal memory of Thomas Paine. 

Richard Carlile the undaunted advocate of Free Discussion. 

The memory of John Baptist Louvet-—if dead. His health—if 
alive. 

Our brethren throughout the world engaged in a similar cause 
with ourselves; may the cause be immortal. 

The Independence of America. 

May the Mechanics’ Institutions prove the amelioration of man- 
kind. : 

The Greek Committee, Byron, and Liberty. 

Your friends have marked the progress of Republicanism in 
this northern quarter, since the circulation of your publications, 
with a solicitude, which the importance of the cause was calcu- 
lated to excite; and, although an increase in the number of Re- 
publicans is obvious, yet we are obliged in honesty to say, it has 
not been with that rapidity which we were led to anticipate. An 
apathy so strange, and so obviously manifest, with regard to a 
cause so Well calculated, in a political point of view, to diffuse 
universal happiness, is, we presume, to be attributed principally 
to local circumstances. 

Aberdeen is a manufacturing town to a considerable degree. 
The proprietors of the principal works are, in general, attached 
to the present order of things, in no ordinary degree; and consci-_ 
ous of the influence which they have over those whom they em- 
ploy, an authority is exercised by them in their respective manu- 
factories, which resembles, in some respects, the tyranny of the 
feudal times. Liberal publications are therefore, by such men, 
altogether discountenanced, and were any of their workmen known 
to peruse such, or openly to express their sentiments, their con- 
duct would infallibly be treated with a degree of severity propor- 
tioned to the illiberality of the master. ~~~ 

_We may also remark, that the inhabitants of Aberdeen and its 
vicinity are, in general, a very religiouscommunity. The suburbs 
are nearly as populous as the city; and these are like so many vil- 
lages, where an intimacy subsigts amongst the inhabitants, not un- 
like to that which may be seen in private families, each member 
being nearly as well acquainted with the affairs of the rest, as with 
‘sown. Insucha community, any publication, however valuable 
it may be considered, as to the political part of it, if it contain an 
remarks which militate in the least against the truths of the Chris- 
fan religion, will, with the greater number, at once be rejected. 

or is this all, a prejudice as deeply rooted as the power of early 
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education can implant, is placed in the way of its circulation, 
Those, then, who might be secretly inclined to vive such a publi- 
cation a perusal, are deterred from doing so by the dread of pub- 
lic disesteem. This, we apprehend, is the case with your Repub- 
lican here; and is the powerful cause of shutting many a door 
against it, which, under other circumstances, would give it a kind 
reception. 

In the city, there are numbers whose circumstances are tolera- 
ble easy; these extol, in the highest degree, the present order of 
things, declaring, that “ they wish no change, as a mixed formof 
government (they maintain) is best adapted to secure the internal 
tranquillity of the state, and to repel foreign interferance. The 
only cause of discontent (they affirm) is the people’s ignorance of 
the nature of the constitution:” which they compare to a piece of 
intricate machinery “ of a nature so complex as not to be easily 
understood by a superficial observer, but upon a more minute ex- 
amination, the different parts will be found to act with a regulari- 
ty and harmony, which give such a strength to its motion, that it 
crushes beneath its overwhelming power, every attempt to retard 
its progress.” Such is the language of these sophists, who are 
backed by an host of placemen and pensioners; a set of vermin 
with which this place is amply supplied, who having long “broke 
his Majesty's bread,” and their living in a great measure depend- 
ing upon the existence of “ his government,” are determined to 
defend it, at the hazard of their lives, whether right or wrong. At 
least, this is thelanguage of their conduct. 

Although the sophistry of these enemies of liberty, and every 
thing worthy of man, might be easily overthrown, by any sensible 
man who has read the Republican, yet the effect that it has upon 
.the more unthinking part of the community, is almost incredible. 

These are the principal obstacles that have retarded the pro- 
gress of a system, which has for its object the liberty of mankind, 
and the securing to each, the exercise of his natural rights. 

Notwithstanding all these disadvantages (as we observed above) 
an increase is obvious, and an increase however small, under such 
circumstances, is a cheering prospect, as it shews that your la- 
bours have been in some measure successful even in this unpro- 
mising quarter, and it is the opinion of numbers, that much mee 
may be done by perseverance. Under this conviction, a smarigs! 
tion has been made, the proceeds of which, £3. 4s. 6d. thoug i 
fling, we hope you will accept, as & may in some degree assist you 
in the prosecution of your arduous undertaking. en 

That you may live to see the consummation of an order hor 
which you have so long, and so meritoriously laboured to nips 
about, is the sincere wish of your friends here, for whom I su 
scribe myself, 
Citizen, yours most respectfully, 


WILLIAM TAYLOR. 
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A SUBSCRIPTION FOR MR. RICHARD CARLILE, 


Being the fifth year of his imprisonment in Dorchester Gaol, for 
advocating the cause of Liberty and Free Discussion. 


James Shepherd a Friend to 
Truth 

Paris, July 11, 1789 

George Weir 

M. Weir 

John Smart, admires the rea- 
soning in the “ New Trial 
of the Witnesses” 

A. S. believes the ** New 
Trial of the Witnesses to 
be unanswerable 

A. G., do. do. 

A Friend to Liberty 

James Angus, a Republican 

Walter Carr, do. 

G. R., do. 

John Thomas, do. 

James Peters 

George Petrie 

A Fnend to Free Discussion 

Another Friend do. do. 

Good Will 

Joba Collin 

A Friend to Free Discussion 

W. R. Versus Christianus et 
Inimicus persecutioni 

AFnend and correspondent 

A. 8.,a Friead to Free Dis- 
cussion 

W.L, do. do. do. 

James Laing, Materialist, 
once viewed all subjects 
through the jaundiced eyes 
of theology, but by read- 
ing “ Mirabaud’s System 
of Nature” and “The Re- 
publican,” is convinced 

there is nothing but 
matter and motion in the 
Universe 

An Admirer of Mrs. Wright's 

alents 

J.M.O, 

Tuam Peal 

a a Friend to Truth 


John Murray 


J.C., a Friend 
. Hutcheon 


James Hutcheon 
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J. L. 

W.S., a Republican 

Thomas Milne 

J. D., a Republican 

A Republican 

iy x 

C. 

D. B. 

J.S. a Republican 

W. T., do. 

W. T. a Iriend to Truth 

John Farmer 

James Todd, Materialist 

A. H., a Republican 

William Joiner, a Deist 

No Friend to Crowns nor 
Mitres 

G. G., a Friend 

James Crawford, a Repub- 
lican 

A. M.,a Friend to the liberty 
of the Press 

A Female admirer of Mr. 
Carlile 

D. P., Fines, Bonds and im- 
prisonment are a disgrace- 
tul way of reasoning 

G. B?, an Admirer of Mr. 
Carlile for his manly for- 
titude 

James Woston 

A Friend to Morality 


' A. B., Mirabaad and Paine, 


the true saviours of the 
world and Richard Carlile 
their faithful apostle 


A Christian, a prodigy 


A., a friend to Free Discus- 
sion 

J. B., a Friend to Liberty 

No Devil 

Three Methodists’ weekly 
pence : 

An Old Man, four score and 
ten years old, still wishes 
to hve until you prove 
victorious 

An Enemy to the Leeches 
and Blood suckers of so- 
ciety 
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James Lees, admired the A. C., a Friend to Free Dis- 
pamphlet entitled the cussion | 0 4 
“ Crimes of the Clergy” 0 6 G.L., an Enemy to King- 

A Friend 0 2 craft and Priestcraft — 0 ¢ 





TO MR. WILLIAM TAYLOR, ABERDEEN. 





CiTIzeEN, Dorchester Goal, March 31, 1824. 

] THANK my friends of Aberdeen, for this further subscrip- 
tion, and rejoice to see the steady harmony of their proceed- 
ings, and the effectual means they take of increasing their 
numbers, by good examples. As you haveexhibited the ob- 
stacles which impede your more rapid progress, to the cor- 
rectness of which | can readily assent, I will make a few ge- 
neral observations as to the state of affairs among the advo- 
cates of free discussion, their present prospects and duties, 
and on the best means of progressing with the best causes 
ever advocated by man—far better than the good old cause 
of the Presbyterians of the seventeenth century: better than 
what Luther, or Calvin, or Knox, struggled for and obtain- 
ed. 

The Government of this country bas enough of absolute 
power to do as it pleases with impunity (or I should not be 
writing from a Gaol): it fears nothing, but dislikes very 
much any newspaper or parliamentary exposures of its cor- 
ruptions and bad practices. It has no check in law, no re- 
sponsibility, but this moral power of public opinion: it dis- 
likes a bullying for its wrong doings. It is, therefore, too 
much to say,that it will do this, or will not do that; it istoo 
much to say, that it will not further persecute the advocates 
of free discussion, whilst a Sheriff can and Sheriffs do enter 
our houses, carry away our properties, and never be called ou 
to account for it; circumstances that are now passing. but, 
there is evidently a disposition throughout the country, sanc- 
tioned by the example, perhaps, recemmendation of the mr 
nisters, not to persecute, by processes at law, for the propa 
gation of any scientific or speculative opinions — 
whether in the shape of bookselling or public discourse. -*° 
thanks to them: they have found past persecutions of e 
kind to increase many fold what they call the evil. Bul 
there is still a species of persecution in practice, where eve") 
ignorant and bad man in power over any ove or more is on 
licited to forbid among those, over whom his influence ¢* 
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tends, the reading of any useful and rational books, or such 
books as proclaim the necessity of free discussion for the 
better education of mankind. This is the enemy we have 
now to combat, and our means and perseverance must be 
suited tothe occasion. All we ask is, that all shall examine 
what we have to say; or that they shall be free to do so if 
they chuse. This is denied to us, as far as our enemies and 
the enemies of all improvement among mankind can with- 
hold it. This we have to conquer. 

In this Island, there are many hundred thousands of our 
opinions; but the great majority of them fear to say so pub- 
lily; thousands fear to say it to their neighbours, and make 
the matter quite a secret; but there are, at least, twenty 
thousand persons, men and women, who boldly avow that 
they have thrown off the Christian religion, and who do all 
they can to open the eyes of others. This is not a paltry 
number to be at work upon the subject, and working indus- 
triously I know they are, wherever and whenever they can 
find a blind and ignorant being to work upon. ‘This num- 
ber of persons, though some of them are very poor, possess 
agreater amount of knowledge than any other twenty thou- 


sand of different opinions on the face of the earth, or that 


ever were on the face of the earth. They can discuss fully 
and freely the whole question of government and religion 
against any opponent that will stand up against them. 

Now, it is quite clear, that the way to give this twenty 
thousand, or as: many more as there may be, the greatest 
amount of strength, is to furnish them with every book and 
tract that has been written upon the subjects they desire to 
promulgate ; for, after all, books make a more lasting im- 
pression, and will produce quicker enlighteuments of the 
mind, than oral discourses: in fact, it is évident, that the 
press will wholly supersede the pulpit and the forum. The 
first thing, then, which presents itself,is that every thing 
good, that has been, or may be written, in advocacy of free 
discussion, either theoretically or practically, should be kept 
mMeonstant sale. Societies for giving away such books, ne- 
ver will exist; because, they will not be necessary, when 
the danger of pablishing them has wholly ceased. The 
books themselves are powerful enough to excite curiosity, 
and correct enough in quality to command attention. Not 
to be acquainted with them will become the distinguishing 
mark of ignorance. The books that are given away, are 
ks that never would be purchased by individuals, if left 
© their own discretion in all matters of that kind. I never 
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k new an iustance of a Bible being purchased asa new book 
unless as a school book, or in Nos. since they have beep te. 
troduced in that shape; and an exception in myself, in 1819 
when [ bought a dozen for the Jury and one for myself. 
All individual and fair interest in this book has ceased, since 
its publication has been free. When the publication was 
prosecuted, when persons were fined, imprisoned, and burot 
for it, then the excitement to get and read it was universal. 
Now it is every where enforced, and cried up as a good 
book,.merely, because, there are some thousands of rich <a- 
laries depending upon its being approved to a certain degree: 
and, because, our tyrants know well, that it is a quagmire to 
the understanding, in which, whilst an ignorant man re. 
mains, he cannot gain a spark of knowledge; he has uot 
sense enough to examine the abuses of Government, by which 
he is oppressed. These are the two principal grounds of 
Bible Societies: but these societies can do no harm, if they 
do not carry the Bible in one hand and the sword and fag- 
got in the otber. 

First then, I deem it a paramount point, to bring into the 
Koglish language, and into the shops of such booksellers as 


will sell them, every book and pamphlet that has been writ- 
ten x the Christian religion in particular, and against 
l 


all religion in general: and to improve upon and to add to 
them as far as we can. In a variety of books of this kind, 
though some will value some more than others, there is 
enough of bigotry and ignorance in this country to render 
the most trivial of such books useful: what will not suit the 
taste of one, meets that of another. [ now read publica- 
tions which I published four and five years ago with a very 
different degree of interest to what | then felt; but I recol- 
lect, that others may feel the same degree of interest for the 
same publications as I then felt. It is a matter of know- 
ledge, in which we can only advance by slow degrees and 
pains-taking. Every thing of the kind is good and useful, 
that shakes any kind of prejudices; but I hold it to be a du- 
ty to keep advancing, and to stop no where, whilst any de 
gree of prejudice and superstition remains untouched. 
Second. As we have much of bigoted and base power !0 
contend with, | look upon it to be a matter essential to of 
pid progress, that each individual, who dares to tbivk, = 
to say what he thinks, to make himself useful, as far as ond 
dence will permit, in obtaining suitable books for new ree 
souers, for persons who are willing to examine, bul fear "0 
go to buy the books; and to lend to others, who will 12 
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books as a loan, but will not buy until they understand them, 
until they feel their value. Though it may be useful for our 
fiends, in their several neighbourhoods, to bold meetings 
for discussion periodically, I cannot but think, that they 
will do much more good in paying all possible attention to 

rsons of opposite opinions, and to endeavour to excite 
them toenquiry. It is here, that each individual becomes a 
yseful labourer: and this line of conduct goes far to pre- 
sent those paltry squabbles which arise out of a too frequent 
meeting of large numbers of the same persons. They do 
very little good to one another by such meetings, too often 
occurring—and if they wrangle, they do mischief. There- 
fore, [recommend a principle, which I shall certainly adopt, 
ifsetat liberty, to associate more ‘vith enemies, or persons 
of opposite opinions, than with friends and persons of the 
same sentiment; because, | am sure that it is there that I 
can be most useful. 

Third. Plans for extending the sale of the Republican and 
other publications have been submitted to me; but experi- 
ence has taught me, that some of them will not advance the 
object desired. Advertisements are very expensive—and to 
me of very little service. 1 can never feel the benefit of any 
ofthem. Catalogues, when given away, are viewed but as 
waste paper, and destroyed as such as soon as wanted: they 
also form a great expence for ‘a great circulation, and are to 
me but little benefit. One of the recommendations made, I 
shall adopt, which is contained in the following letter; as I 
think it will be doubly useful, by heading it with the ob- 
jectionable Bible texts. 


TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 


Sir, London, March 4, 1824. 
Ituink it would be the means of increasing the sale of your 
works, and of making the grosser parts of the Bible more known, 
if you would print a quantity of small bills, on common paper, 
containing the whole of your penny references except the last pa- 
ragraph, instead of which I would recommend the following: 

After having perused and attentively considered the above chap- 
ters, the pious Christian is particularly recommended to peruse 
with attention the following valuable works, ‘ The Doubts of In- 


fidels,’ price 1s.—* The Age of Reason,’ price 4s.—‘ Principles of 


ee Bene 2s.—and ‘ The Republican,’ a weekly publication, 
F Tam not acquainted with the expence of paper and printing; 
ut if such bills could be printed and sold wholesale, by the hun- 
» at the lowest possible rate;-a number of your friends would, 
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I have no doubt, purchace and distribute them; for example, | 
walk about town a great deal, how easy it would be for me to take 
a pocketful of these bills, and, without neglecting my business, as 
I walked along, I could give some away and throw others into 
shops, or in the evening, if I could spare time, | might attend a 
Methodist Chapel, and give others of them away to some of the 
poor deluded Methodists. For myself, I must own, that | could 
not distribute them publicly, for private reasons; but many of 
your friends would perhaps distribute them publicly; but suppos- 
ing no one Would distribute them pubkicly, if only twenty persons 
in different parts of London were to distribute privately, in the 
way I have mentioned, or in any other way they may think better, 
the advertising of your publications would be greatly increased, 
and I hope the sale increased in proportion. 

I do not think that it could be termed an advertisement, liable 
to pay duty as advertisements in Newspapers, but if you think it 
would be so termed, I think leaving out the price of the works 
would obviate that. 

However, I leave the above suggestions for your consideration, 
merely adding, thatthe bills should, I think, not be more than 
half the size of one of your penny references, if smaller the bet- 
ter. I should like to hear your opinion on this subject, but | 
hardly think this letter is important enough to occupy so much 
room in your Republican : but that I leave to you. 

If you approve of what I have here recommended, and print, I 
will take five shilling’s worth of bills to make a beginning. 

Hoping you are well, and begging you to be as careful as pos- 
sible in respect to what you eat and drink, 


I remain yours respectfully, 
E. R. 


I have instructed the printer to prepare such a bill, and I 
shall send them forth, rather under than above the cost 
price; that price shall be stated; and it will be expected, 
that in no place, nor by any person, shall any profit be made 
of them. We havesold the Bible Texts fora penny ; but by 
printing large numbers, on common paper, and to have 00 
profit in the concern, they will not cost the distributor above 
a farthing a piece: that is, Bible References and Catalogue 
together. An addition has been made to the texts, which, | 
believe, has left nothing obscene in the Bible unreferred to. 

It has been-also recommended, that the Republican be 
published with a cover for advertisements. Some subscri- 
bers say, that they are compelled to be so profane as to 
break up their Bibles to make covers to keep the Nos. of the 
Republican cleau, until they can bindthemup. At present, 
I shall be likely to lose a pound per week by such a chang®; 
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but I will see to it within a few weeks, at least, with the be- 
oning of a new volume. 

Another matter, at which I am surprised, and which shows 
the mischievous force of fear on one hand, and that of super- 
dition on the otber is, that most booksellers are as much 
afraid to sell “* The Moralist” as ‘‘ The Republican,” in an 
opeu manner: and many have positively refused to sell a 
copy of it. Now, whoever has read this little work, as far 
as it has gone, must see, thata work more inoffensive, more 
chaste, more truly useful in effect asa Moralist to all, never 
appeared from the press.- I can only give a pledge, that it 
will never discuss any of those matters of opinion on which 
mankind disagree: and consequently, that no danger will 
accrue to any seller unless from some bad person in power, 
who may persecute the seller of this good thing because my 
name is to it. What is really bad, is never prosecuted, nor the 
person persecuted. ‘The Judges are ever ready to makea 
compromise with a vender of obscenity; but not with a ven- 
der of philosophical books that undermine the fraud called 
religion. They know their business well; better than some 
of we reformers know ours. 

I believe, that | have said every thing necessary on this 
occasion: and these little statements, explanations, reports 
of progress, and exhortations, are at all times useful. My 
opponents begin to cry out that [am making a large for- 
tune, and that this is all | aim at—so says the Extinguisher 
of Stokesley, the Christian Shepherd of Huddersfield, and 
many others. [ ACKNOWLEDGE, THAT I[ AIM AT A LARGE 
FORTUNE. I shall never think it too large, if fairly and use- 
fully accumulated ; for, [ am sure, that, as I am now en- 
gaged, | cannot do good to myself, without, at the same 
time, doing good to those from whom my good comes. But 
those, who know most of my private affairs, know, that I 
have not yet made the bag to put this large fortune in. 
Every one may mark my progress. When they see me 
Priuting new things rapidly, as J could do in 1819, then they 
may conclude, that I am prosperous: for, 1 have resolved 
lo hoard nothing but books whilst any good ones remain un- 


printed, Respectfully yours, 
RICHARD CARLILE. 


g! 








ON POLITICAL SUPERSTITION. 


FROM BARLOW’S ADVICE TO THE PRIVILEGED ORDERS, 





THERE is another consideration from which we may argue the 
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total extinction of wars, as a necessary consequence of establish. 
ing Government on the representative wisdom of the people. We 
are sensible that- superstition is a blemish of human nature, by no 
means confined with subjects connected with religion. Political 
superstition is almost as strong as religions; and it is quite as 
universally used as an instrument of tyranny. To enumerate the 
_ variety of ways in which this instrument operates on the mind 

would be more difficult than to form a general idea of the re. 
sult of its operations. In monarchies, it induces men to spill their 
blood for a iatiatonye family, or for a particular branch of that 
family who happens to have been born first, or last; or to have 
been taught to repeat a certain creed, in preference to other 
creeds. But the effect which I am going chiefly to notice, is 
that which respects the territorial of a government. For a man 
in Portugal or Spain to prefer belonging to one of those nations 
rather than the other, is as much superstition, as to prefer the 
house of Braganza to that of Bourbon, or Mary the second of En- 
gland to her brother. All these subjects of preference stand upon 
the same footing as the turban and the hat, the cross—and the 
crescent, or the lily and the rose. 

The boundaries of nations have been fixed for the accommoda- 
tion of the government, without the least regard to the conveni- 
ence of the people. Kings and ministers, who make a profitable 
trade of governing, are interested in extending the limits of their 
dominion as far as possible. They have a property in the peo- 
ple, and in the territory that they cover. . The country and its in- 

abitants are to them a farm stocked with sheep. When they 
call up these sheep to be sheared, they teach them to know their 
names, to follow their master, and avoida stranger. By this unac- 
countable imposition it is, that.men are led from one extravagant 
folly to another, to adore their king, to boast of their nation, 
and to wish for conquest—circumstances equally ridiculous in 
themselves, and equally incompatible with that rational estuma- 
tion of things, which arises from the science of liberty. 
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